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Next club meeting:
Friday, June 03 at 7:30 pm

Visiting Our Fellow S-Gaugers
by Michael McConnell

Several members of the SJSG had an opportunity to attend the April club
meeting of the Susquehanna S Gaugers. Members of the SSG rolled out
the welcome mat for Mike Packi, Hank Worrell, Joe Balcer, Dave Pierce
and myself. We had the opportunity to see how their club was organized,
meet the members, and share some background on our club.
I found it interesting to listen to the SSG members as they shared their
experiences in their club and compared it to ours. We do have an
advantage by our members living closer together, but I found the SSG
had some unique approaches to deal with the wide dispersion of their
members. One thing we did seem to share, however, is a fascination with
S-Gauge. For some reason, that usually remains a constant!
Ironically, one of the purposes of our trip was to offer support to the
SSG because their geographical makeup. We thought we’d help bolster
attendance, and ended up attending the meeting along with 23 members
of their club! We managed to fill most of the empty space in the home
of hosts Dick and Mary Jane Purnell, and we want to thank them for
their gracious hospitality. Dick is in the process of building a magnificent layout with block control of three main loops, which allows the
unattended operation of 5 trains. We were very impressed with his
efforts and the operation of his railroad.
I want to thank SSG “President” James Ingram for extending an invitation to us to pay them a visit, and for the warm welcome we got from the
SSG members. Our club is officially extending a similar offer to all the
members of the SSG, for them to visit us - and we’ll gladly provide the
pizza and trains!
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SJSG
Minutes

April 01, 2005
Stratford Senior Center

The South Jersey S Gaugers
convened at the Stratford Senior
Center. The meeting was called to
order by President Hank Worrell at
7:35pm.
Members Present (14 )
John Aaron, Bill Alexander, Joe
Balcer, Bob Foster Sr, Bob
Gallagher, Larry Gawlinski, Jerry
Mackey, Michael McConnell, Mike
Packi, Dave Pierce, Steve
Politowski, Ben Serzo, Joe Sullivan,
Hank Worrell.
Guests Present: Max Politowski
The minutes from January meeting
were reviewed and approved with a
motion by Bob Foster and a second
from Bill Alexander.
Committee Reports
Treasurer
Joe Balcer gave the Treasurer’s
report, which was approved with a
motion by Bob Gallagher and a
second by Mike Packi.
Layout
Hank discussed the upcoming trip to
the SEPTA 2005 Rail Rodeo being
held Saturday, April 30th in Frazier,
PA. We need to arrive at 7:45AM to
set up the layout for the 10:00AM
opening. There are six members
signed up so far, if anyone else
would like to attend, please see
Hank Worrell.
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Hank relayed a report from Walt
Mumie that our trip to display the
layout at this years Wings and Wheels
Air show in Millville will not be
taking place - as the air show folks
were not able to provide a space big
enough for our layout. We hope to be
able to attend next year.
The date for the layout display at the
Riverton Christmas Tour has been set
for Saturday, December 3rd. See Hank
or Rick Wark if you would like to
help man the layout display at the
bank.
History
Steve Politowski gave a short talk
about the history of Blackwood
Station, including the fact that it was
originally a narrow gauge railroad.
By-laws no report
Trips
April 17th, several members of our
club are planning a day trip to visit
some of the layouts of members of the
Susquehanna S Gaugers. We are
looking to car-pool for the trip, see
Michael or Hank if you want to get
more details.
Big Apple Rail Ramble - John Aaron
offered to set up a rail-fanning trip
which will include a ride on the old
Pennsy main line from Trenton to the
Meadowlands. The trip will include a
tour of the Secaucus Transfer, a
beautifully restored rail station. The
date was tentatively set for June 4th
and will cost $35.00 which will
include all fares, but no meals. We
will leave about Noon and return
about 10:00PM. More details will be
available at the June meeting.
June 10th and 11th - Annual S Helper
Service Open House. If anyone is
interested in car-pooling to visit our
favorite manufacturer’s open house on
Friday and Saturday, please see Hank
for details.
Waybill
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Play Trains
April 9th - Saturday, the club will pay a
visit to member Joe Jones Flyertown
Museum. We will meet for breakfast at
Dino’s Diner at 9:30AM, and stop over
at the museum about 11:00AM.
May 14th - Ben Serzo has offered to
host a play trains to show off his latest
efforts on his layout. It promises to be
an enjoyable day. See Ben for driving
directions.
Old Business
The club had a lengthy energetic discussion about the efforts to building a
permanent operating display at the
Blackwood Station. The pro’s and
con’s of scale and hi-rail were
weighed. John Aaron has taken the
reins of organizing details, and the
club will hold a final vote at the June
meeting.
New Business
Discount tickets were available for the
Apr. 9-10 East Coast Hobby Show.
Hank queried club members to see if
there was any interest in taking the
club layout to the NMRA convention.
Clinics
The May clinic will be a “Your
Greatest Find” Show ‘n Tell by the
members. So bring your favorite item!
The June clinic will again feature John
Aaron on customizing Plasticville
buildings.
The meeting adjourned at 8:45PM, and
after a quick break, John Aaron held a
clinic on detailing Plasticville commercial buildings - including a few tips
on making the perfect sidewalk.
Respectfully Submitted
Dave Pierce
______________________
Secretary

SJSG
Minutes

May 06, 2005
Stratford Senior Center

The South Jersey S Gaugers convened
at the Stratford Senior Center. The
meeting was called to order by
President Hank Worrell at 7:35pm.
Members Present (17)
John Aaron, Bill Alexander, Joe
Balcer, Ed Claypoole, Ray Farrell,
Bob Foster Sr, Bob Gallagher, Jerry
Mackey, Michael McConnell, Walt
Mumie, Jim Oliver, Mike Packi, Dave
Pierce, Steve Politowski, Ben Serzo,
Rick Wark, Hank Worrell.
Guests Present: Max Politowski
The minutes from February meeting
were reviewed and approved with
changes to the attendance list. A
motion by Ray Farrell and a second
from Mike Packi.
Committee Reports
Treasurer
Joe Balcer gave the Treasurer’s
report, which was approved with a
motion by Ray Farrell and a second
by Rick Wark.
Layout
Hank reminded the members of the
upcoming Glassboro train show on
June 25. If you wish to help, please let
Hank know. We will need several
members to help setup at 7:30am.
An invitation to display the club
layout at the Tuckahoe Train show
was extended to the club. Hank
outlined the details of the two-day

show. We can attend the Aug. 13/14
weekend and also the Dec. 17/18
show. Please sign up for either show
if you can help display the layout.
Two other shows are also possible for
displaying the layout. Greenberg at Ft.
Washington on Aug. 6/7 and Dec.
10/11 and Greenberg at Edison on
Aug. 13/14 or Nov. 26/27. Obviously,
we can’t attend both the Greenberg
and Tuckahoe shows in August - so a
show of hands at the next meeting will
decide which show we should attend.
Rick Wark mentioned tentative plans
are being made for the upcoming
Christmas tour at Riverton on Sat.
12/3. Since the show is in the evening,
we will be taking the layout down on
Sun. 12/4. If you will be able to attend
on either day - please leave your name
with Rick.
History - Steve Politowski gave part
two of the history of the Blackwood
railroad and the conversion from
narrow to standard gauge.
By-laws - Steve Politowski will work
on adapting changes to accommodate
family memberships
Trips
The proposed rail fan trip, the “Big
Apple Ramble” organized by John
Aaron, will have to be postponed
until later this year. The recent
ACELA brake problems caused a lot
of changes in the train schedules
which would limit our freedoms on
the trip. Hopefully, things will return
to normal this fall.
Don’t forget the S-Helper Service
open house being held Fri. June 10
and Sat. June 11. If you plan to attend,
please RSVP to SHS so they can plan
for lunch. We are looking to car pool,
please see Michael McConnell if you
are interested in going.

scheduled. If you want to host a
meeting, please speak with Hank.
Old Business
The Blackwood RR Station Restoration Committee (John Aaron, Joe
Balcer, Walt Mumie, Mike Packi and
Steve Politowski) will now be chaired
by Walt Mumie. If any members
would like to participate in this
project, please see Walt.
New Business
Hank Worrell and John Aaron
mentioned K-Line’s announcement
they are canceling the Pacific loco, as
well as the starter sets, planned for
production due to increased cost.
Rich Bimmer (of Antique Trains)
donated several MTH catalogs to the
members at the meeting.
Rick Wark mentioned his WWII club
will be participating in the West
Chester RR’s WWII train excursion on
June 25 and 26. See Rick for more
details.
Etc.
Hank asked if any members would be
interested in taking the club layout to
the NMRA convention in Phila. in
2006. More details will follow.
Clinics
Our June clinic will feature the third
installment of John Aaron’s seminars
of customizing Plasticville, a modification of the Union Station.
The July clinic will be a presentation
of American Hi-Rail products by Bill
Alexander.
Respectfully Submitted
Dave Pierce
______________________
Secretary

Play Trains
Currently, no play trains are
Waybill
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Interesting WEB sites
by Michael McConnell

(Note: Web site links can be long and
hard to print in the Waybill. Remember, most WEB links start with http://
and I usually leave it off to help
shorten the link. Also, the links may
be broken up into two or more lines just enter them into your browser as
one piece.)
Paper Products: Multi-purpose paper
products for suitable for inkjets. One
item is their “fuzzy Paper” which can
be used to print images that can be
used to simulate carpet, wallpaper,
furniture, etc. Another item is the old
“Shrinky-Dink” plastic you can print
on, cut out, and heat in an oven. It will
shrink to 1/4 it’s original size!
This is one of those sites you’ll just
have to browse with an imagination.

www.paper-paper.com/home-details.html

Decal Paper: Another site that
specializes in paper you can print on
and turn the images into regular
decals. Comes in clear and white.
www.decalpaper.com

Tips & Techniques: Full of modelers
tips. Although most of the modeling is
of cars and planes, the techniques can
readily be used in model railroading.
The tips are broken up into categories,
try the weathering topic for some very
interesting suggestions!
www.ipmsstockholm.org/helpdesk.asp

Diorama Tips: Our friends at Pine
Canyon Scale models posted some
informative tips on building dioramas,
but you can use the tips to help you
build scenery for your layout.
http://pinecanyonscalemodels.com/
diorama_clinic.htm
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TRAIN SHOWS

6/5 to 9/25/05

Submitted by Hank Worrell
Sun. 6/5 Hamburg, PA
Hamburg Field House

by H.W orrell & M.Mcconnell

$ 4.00
9 am to 1 pm

Sun. 6/12 Gilbertsville, PA
$ 3.00
Gilbertsville Fire Hall 8:30am to 1:30pm
Sat. 6/25 Glassboro, NJ
St. Thomas Episcopal
Sat. 6/25 Timonium, MD
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Sun. 6/26 Timonium, MD
Maryland State FG

Ben hosted our May ‘playtrains’
meeting and was joined by Larry
Gawlinski, Hank Worrell, and Dave
Pierce on a fine Saturday afternoon.

$ 3.00
10 am to 3 pm
$ 7.00
9am to 4pm
$ 7.00
10am to 4pm

Sat. 8/6- Fort W ashington PA
$ 7.00
Greenberg Shows Expo Ctr 10am to 4pm
Sun. 8/7- Fort W ashington PA
$7.00
Greenberg Shows Expo Center 10 - 4pm
Sun. 8/7- W ilmington, DE
Nur Temple

$ 4.00
8 am to 1 pm

Sat. 8/13- Tuckahoe, NJ
Upper Twp Com Ctr, Rt.50

$ 3.00
10am to 4pm

Sun. 8/14- Tuckahoe, NJ
Upper Twp Com Ctr, Rt.50

$ 3.00
10am to 4pm

Sun. 9/4- New Hope, PA
Eagle Fire Co.

$ 3.00
8 am to 12 pm

Sun. 9/11 Hamburg, PA
Hamburg Field House

$ 4.00
9 am to 1 pm

Sun. 9/25- Philadelphia, PA
$ 5.00
TCA Atlantic Division
9am to 12:30pm

In Memoriam

Submitted by Mike Packi

The toy train hobby lost one of its
finest with the very sudden passing of
Gary Lavinus on May 18, 2005. Gary
was Chairman (national level) of the
TCA Toy Train Museum and of the
Education Committee. He was basically the force behind the Museum in
Strasburg that we all enjoy visiting.
Gary was only 59 years old. He will
be missed by all who knew him.
Waybill

Play Trains at Ben Serzo’s
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Photo by H ank W orrell

(L-R) Ben Serzo, Dave Pierce, and Larry
Gawlinski give Ben’s new DCC controls a
workout on his under-construction layout.

Ben has a very nice collection of
American Models, S-Helper and
original American Flyer equipment and has it proudly displayed on several
walls of his train room. The main
attraction, of course is the layout
currently under construction.
Ben’s layout can run DC or DCC on
American Models code 148 flex track.
Most of Ben’s turnouts will eventually
be controlled by either DCC, or in the
yards, by hand-throws. The basically
L-shaped layout has 3 levels of track
which sports 3 loops crossing multiple
levels. Currently, Ben’s layout has a
20ft x 8ft section connected to a 3ft x
34ft section, but it will eventually be
expanded to an around-the-wall layout.
Dave Pierce, our DCC afficionado,
gave Ben several tips and suggestions
on making the best use of DCC
control.
Many thanks to Ben for hosting the
playtrains - and sharing his construction project with the club members.

South Jersey S Gaugers visits Susquehanna S Gaugers
by Michael McConnell

What a beautiful day for an
early Spring outing - five
members of the SJSG (Hank
Worrell, Mike Packi, Joe
Balcer, Dave Pierce and
myself) chanced upon the first
warm sunny day of this spring
to make the three-hour drive
to visit the SSG at their April
meeting. We all met in New
Jersey, then ‘made tracks’ to
the Gap, picking Dave up on
the way. After a friendly
breakfast at Friendly’s, we
began the cross-country trip
through Amish country to
Northumberland, PA - about
two hours away.

Photo by Mary Jane Purnell

Once we arrived at Dick’s, a
little early, he gave us the cooks tour
of his layout. A city scene fills the
front half of the layout. Mary Jane had
a hand in the design of the city - and
chose to use Department 56 buildings
that were re-painted to cover the snow
highlights. The city was complete
with streets, sidewalks, traffic lights
(that operated!) And a persnickety
trolley that ran on elevated tracks
around the city. Dick promised to
have a talk with it after we left.

Photo by M. McConnell

(L-R) Dave Pierce, Michael McConnell, Joe Balcer, Mike Packi, Hank Worrell, Mary Jane and
Dick Purnell pose by Dick’s excellent S-Gauge layout. Two of the main lines can run two trains
each using an automatic block control system, with a third train on the third line. Mary Jane
designed the downtown area based on Department 56 buildings, Artista figures and a city full of
vehicles. Dick has a nice blend of Flyer, SHS and American Models equipment as well as a nice
collection of brass engines.

Waybill
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industrial setting, which is still under
construction. Two of main loops run
parallel to each other and make an over
& under loop in the back room, then
pass around the front room, while the
third is an around-the-layout loop.
Dick also has a set of double-headed
Challengers that make a pretty impressive sight to watch.
After a bit, when all of the SSG members arrived, the club meeting was
called to order. Hank Worrell gave a
quick talk on our clubs incorporation,
and the advantages and disadvantages
that offers. We answered some other
questions about our structure, then
listened as the SSG conducted their
business, and elected their first
“officer” - a treasurer.
Photo by M. McConnell

Dick Purnell stands at the controls of his multi-room layout which fills two of the rooms in the
lower level of his home. An impressive collection of Flyer fills the shelves around the layout.

Once the meeting was over, and we
had a chance to socialize, we decided
to take up an offer to visit the layout of
Frank and Joyce Smith who lived “15
minutes” away. We piled into the van,
and a half-hour later, we trundled up
the stairs to see Franks layout. Frank
has a very encompassing collection of
HO, S and O gauge trains, and displays
them using a “W” shaped layout, with
each island dedicated to one gauge.
The “S” part of the layout is extended
a bit more and crosses over to a table
that runs behind the control panel.
Frank also makes use of the telephone
poles on his layout to actually run
track power to the far end of the
layout, eliminating the need to crawl
under the layout, a rather neat idea.
After enjoying Franks hospitality, we
piled into the van again and traced our
steps back to where we started, but
with a stop at “Jennie’s Diner” to
enjoy the truckers atmosphere for
dinner.

Photo by M. McConnell

Dick’s ‘backroom’ half of the layout features some fine examples of brass steam, and more
scenery expertly blended into the backdrop. The layout is still under construction, but you can
tell it will be spectacular when complete.

The back half of the layout features an
6
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It was a long day, and about 350 miles;
but it included trains, S-Gauge and
good friends - what more could you
ask for!

2005 Septa Rail Rodeo
by Michael McConnell

In stark contrast to the trip to visit the
Susquehanna club, the day of the 2005
Septa Rail Rodeo was cold and wet.
Fortunately, our club layout was setup
in a very spacious, and dry,
maintenance building. We were in an
excellent location, right behind an
ACELA engine being repaired, and
next to the huge “space bounce” for
the kids.
It was almost a day that didn’t happen, however, members Jim Oliver,
Don McGinnis, Hank Worrell, Jerry
Mackey, Mike Packi and Steve
Cuciniotta met early in the morning to
pick up the trailer with our layout. On
the way to the SEPTA location, the
hitch pin fell out and Jerry did a good
job of keeping everything upright
until they stopped. A little engineering
ingenuity (and some washing of seat
cushions) got things fixed up, and the
rest of the trip proved uneventful.

Rich Raign, Dave Pierce and I arrived
separately a little ahead of the layout
and scouted out a good location to
put the layout - not to mention
checking out the coffee, donuts
and other breakfast goodies! Once
the layout arrived, we all got to
work getting everything
setup and ready for the
10:00am opening.
The SEPTA Rail Rodeo
is an annual event,
where various departments have local competitions to determine the
best employees in each
of their positions.
SEPTA holds regional
events pitting the best
of each local winner
against another.
Photo by Don McGinnis

(Top) Rich Raighn, Jim Oliver, (L-R) Michael McConnell, Dave Pierce,
The regional winners
and Jerry Mackey take a joy ride on a SEPTA BL1500 during a break.
then go to a national
competition. The events are all based
on maintenance functions, conducting,
infamous brake units that grounded
and driving trains, all based on safety,
most of the ACELA fleet in the last
speed, accuracy, and knowledge.
few months.

While all of the
SEPTA employees
are busy in the
competition, the
family members
get entertained by
games and other
activities, such as
our layout.

Photo by M.McConnell

Steve Cucinotta gently feeds a hungry Flyer engine in preparation for the
days events at the Rodeo.

Waybill

While the competition took place
several of our
members took the
opportunity to
explore the maintenance shop and
give close inspection to the several
ACELA engines in
for repairs. We
had a chance to
see the

April - May 2005

SEPTA had a converted SW1200 on
hand to give rides to the rodeo
attendees - and we found out that
included us! Several of our members
piled into the bitty cab for a ride down
the rails and back. The perfect ending
to a great day of trains!!

Photo by M.McConnell

Jerry Mackey gives close inspection to a highvoltage pickup from an ACELA in for routine
maintenance.
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History of The Blackwood Railroad
submitted by Steve Politowski

In 1885 the narrow gauge CGME
Camden Gloucester and Mount
Ephraim Railway was suffering
through financial hardships. This lead
the line to defer maintenance on its
track leaving it in poor and unsafe
condition. The line was bought up by
the Philadelphia & Reading Railway
in its effort to gain access to the
Kaighn Point Ferry Terminal in
Camden.
It took the Phila & Reading Railway
thirty days to upgraded the line to
standard gauge completing this work
on June 30, 1885. In January 1890 a
contract was awarded to extend the
line 7.19 miles to Grenloch and a
contract to build the Blackwood
Station was put out to bid. On May
10, 1891 passenger service began
operations along the 12 miles of track
and 15 stops from Grenloch to the
Kaighn’s Point Ferry Terminal in
Camden, which could be traveled in
about 30 minutes at a maxium of 35
MPH. From Kaighn’s Point, passengers could make connection via
ferry across the Delaware River to
Philadelphia in about 20 minutes.
By 1894 ten trains a day were leaving
Blackwood Sation for Kaighns Point,
the Sunday service schedule provided
four trains. During the summer, the
7:41 evening train was usually
crowded by those returning to the
city from recreation excursions to
Blackwood or Grenlock Lakes.

transport for local manufacturing,
textile and agriculture products.
Blackwood Station also served as a
Western Union Telegraph and Cable
office and a block station for the rail
line. (A block station is a method of
controlling the movement of trains.)
When a train passed Gloucester
station in route to Grenloch, the
Gloucester Station sent a telegraphic
message to Blackwood indicating that
a train was on its way and to hold any
northbound trains on a siding.
Hard top roads and the automobile cut
deeply in to the lines profits. In 1933
the Phila. & Reading merged with the
Pennsylvania RR and took on the
name of the Pennsylvania and
Reading Seashore Line. Mail
contracts, the lifeblood of the
passenger service, was discontinued
in 1934. Without the mail contracts
and few passengers, railroads could
not afford branch line service.
Passenger service on the PRSL ended
in June 30, 1934.
Freight service continued on the line
but it also deteriorated due to the shift
toward truck transportation. The line
continued service into the sixties with
one or two trains daily trains.

Freight service was very important to Blackwood Station. A
special siding allowed the delivery of coal to Pine’s Lumber and
Coal Yard, from there the coal
would be driven by horse and
wagon to the town homes. Trains
also brought in lumber and mail
for the busy and thriving Blackwood community and provided
8

SJSG Visits Flyertown
by Michael McConnell

Our annual trip to visit Joe Jones
Flyertown Museum on April 9th was
another great spring day. Members
Mike Packi, Dave Pierce, Joe and Flo
Jones, Hank Worrell, Bob Foster, and
Michael McConnell, met for breakfast
at nearby Dino’s Diner.
At the meeting, Michael presented Joe
with a copy of an elementary school
math workbook that had published a
picture of the Flyertown layout in it.
Now that Joe has been published in the
S-Gaugian, Classic Toy Trains, and a
national-level school book, Joe is
going to have to raise his museum
admission fee!!

Photo by M. McConnell

(L-R) Joe Jones, Don McGinnis, Mike Packi,
Hank Worrell, Dave Pierce, Bob Foster Sr.

After we finished eating, we all headed
over to see what new changes Joe
made to his layout. Once of the first
items I noticed was a pair of automated hot air balloons on either end of
the layout. As one goes up, the other
lands, very nicely done.
Dave and I had to leave early, but the
rest of the members paid a visit to the
Tuckahoe Train station and the nearby
O-gauge layout on display.
All in all, it was a very nice day with
plenty of S-gauge to sooth the soul!

Photo by Mike Packi
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April - May 2005

Work Continues on
the New Layout
by Michael McConnell

Work on our new layout is progressing, a bit slowly at the moment, but
moving ahead none-the-less. Several

John Aaron’s
Kitbashing Clinic
by Michael McConnell

John put together a series of clinics
for our club meetings on working with
Plasticville buildings. The May
meeting had the third in the series on
modifying the commercial buildings
to make unique and more detailed
structures.
John uses a few tricks from his artists
background and cuts out pictures from
magazines to use as back walls and

(L) Wayne Schneyer and Dan Mastrobuono
work on one of the modules on the new layout.

club members are spending a Sunday
or two a month at Dan Mastrobuono’s
home working on our new layout. We
now have all sixteen modules on their
own legs. Most of the wiring harnesses are in place, and some track has
been set out ready for permanent
mounting.

Once all of the foam board is in place,
we will be starting to lay track and
switches. We could use an extra
couple sets of hands to speed up the
process - if any club members has an
extra Sunday afternoon on their hands
- stop over and add your efforts to the
cause.
Check with Hank or Dan to get the
schedule of our next work session.

by John Aaron

Simple details can make a big difference in the overall look of a city scene.
Sidewalks are an easy to add detail
that is often overlooked. Prototype
sidewalks are typically made in 3ft 6in
squares, and curbs are somewhere
about 4in to 6in high and wide. I’ve
found that scaling a sidewalk down
makes the sidewalks look too narrow
to the eye. Here’s a rule I try to follow:
When in doubt, go with your eye.
Visitors won’t usually have scale
rulers with them, but they will usually
have eyes.
I found making the sidewalks in 4ft
squares with 6in curbs looks about
right. Here are the steps I use.

Photo by Hank Worrell

The upper deck is complete on the
city end of the layout and on the next
three modules where the flyer accessories will be placed. The opposite
end of the layout is now getting the
foam deck that will be the base for the
scenery, and the foundation for the
mountain.

Sidewalks in S Scale

Photo by M. McConnell

John Aaron shows that simple painting makes a
big difference in the look of Plasticville.

scene dividers inside of buildings. The
addition of some well-placed interior
lighting makes the extra detail more
visible through the windows.
The exterior can be markedly improved just by painting and
weathering the outside of the
buildings. The flat mono-color of
most of the Plasticville structures
makes the extra detail that is molded
in almost invisible. Adding paint and
contrasting colors brings out the
detail, and in many cases is all that
needs to be done.
Next month John is planning to share
his methods of kit bashing the Union
station. It should be an interesting
clinic!
Waybill
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1. Cut .080" thick styrene into scale 4ft
widths, and your desired length.
2. Use a sharp awl to scribe the styrene
into scale 4ft blocks.
3. Spray on a coat of semi-gloss gray
enamel and let dry a few days (I use
Model Master #2937 Gray Primer
Enamel).
4. Scuff up the gray paint with a piece
of course sandpaper in both directions,
letting some of the white show.
5. Spray a light coat of ultra flat
military khaki (most concrete is not
white, but an off-shade) I use Krylon
Ultra Flat Camouflage Khaki. And let
dry a full day.
6. Spray a very light coat of any brand
of flat white from about 18in away so
that the paint is almost dry when it
hits, and leaves small white specks on
the sidewalk.
7. With a #2 pencil, draw in the
sidewalk seperations - and don’t forget
to throw in a few cracks here and there
and add the lines to represent the curb.
These colors will create a sidewalk
that appears about 25 years old. The
newer the sidewalk, the more white
should be used.
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