April ‘11 - May ‘11
The Official Newsletter of the South Jersey S-Gaugers

SGSG
(by Michael McConnell)

. . . In This Issue
Minutes - April
New Product Announcement
From the Internet

The best laid plans of mice and men... sort of a theme around the
household lately! As you may have noticed, the Waybill is just a tad late.
Darn work keeps interfering with my playtime! With a little help from
Hank, Steve and Greg’s contributions this month, at least we’re getting a
newsletter out - rather than the “Waybill notice”.
One noteworthy item this month, was the Open House put on by S-Helper
Service on Friday June 3rd. It was beautiful day for traveling - and for the
traditional barbeque hosted by S-Helper. The event was a one-day affair
this time - but nothing was spared. Robin and Don helped visitors with
purchases at the “Scratch ‘n Dent” and Sample sale - and Mike did a
yeoman’s job at the grill (as usual - although he did tend to get the
chicken a little on the dark and crispy side at times!)

Minutes - May
Local Train Show List
LBR Enterprise Update
Clinic Reports
‘New Layout’ Pictures
2011 SSG Steam Up
Custom Painted FM Diesel

Joe Balcer, Ken Palmer, Greg Berndtson, Hank Worrell, Art Turner, Joe
Rascone, and I car-pooled for the 1.25 hour trip north. There were some
pretty good buys, an informative clinic and great food. It was also good to
see familiar faces from other clubs and catch up on the latest news.
One item I learned, was that Hoquat Hobbies will now be co-habiting
with S-Helper and sharing warehouse space. I believe that Saturday was
the Grand Opening of Hoquat Hobbies at the S-Helper warehouse. You
can read more at: http://www.hoquathobbies.com/

Next club meetings:
Friday, June 3 at 7:30 pm
Friday, July 8 at 7:30 pm

So - normally - I’d say see you at the meeting... but since I already did
that, I guess it’s more like - See you Next Month!
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SJSG
Minutes

April 1, 2011
Stratford Senior Center

The South Jersey S Gaugers gathered
at the Stratford Senior Center. The
meeting was called to order by
President Hank Worrell at 7:30pm.
Members Present (21)
.Joe Balcer, Greg Berndtson, Ed
Claypoole, Hal Farlow, Ray Farrell,
Bob Gallagher, Stu Gillard, Peter
Grout, Jerry Mackey, Michael
McConnell, Tom McDowell, Don
McGinnis, Mike Packi, Ken Palmer,
Steve Politowski, Joe Rascone, Ron
Schon, Joe Sullivan, Art Turner, Rick
Wark, Hank Worrell
Guests Present: None
Hank asked those present if they had
received and reviewed the March
business meeting minutes and
requested their approval. Ken
Palmer made a motion to accept the
minutes. Bob Gallagher seconded
the motion with all present in-favor.
Vote accepted.
Treasurer
The Treasurer’s Report was presented
by Joe Balcer. Hank requested
approval of the report. A motion was
put forth by Ed Claypoole and
seconded by Rick Wark with all
present in-favor. Vote accepted.
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Committee Reports
Layout Committee

Hank thanked those members who
helped with the 4H Shore Mall Show
especially in light of the need to
overcome obstacles getting the layout
into the mall. Layout work sessions
will continue at Ron Schon’s house in
West Berlin, NJ on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday evenings at
7:00 PM. All are welcomed and
encouraged to join in. Hank reminded
everyone that a work date is needed to
shorten and sure-up the new layout
legs. Hal Farlow has offered the use
of his garage for use in checking out
and prepping the “old” layout for its
sale. A date is to be determined.
November’s Deptford Library display
which will include a static shelf
display of member’s trains and club
information is being handled by Tom
Burns, Walt Mumie and Joe
Sullivan.
Trips
The up-coming S-Helper Open House
will be Friday, June 3rd from 10 AM
to 5 PM. This is a one day open
house this year. Please make
arrangements to car pool with other
members if possible.
History
Steve P. reminded members of the
May National Train Day and gave a
time permitting abbreviated
chronological bio of A. C. Gilbert.
Play Trains
If you are interested in opening your
house to club members for a Play
Trains session please notify Hank.
Play Trains dates and time are at the
host’s choice. Visiting members can
return a Play Trains host’s hospitality
by bringing a snack or beverage. Ed
Claypoole advised that he is
anticipating a Play Trains session at
his house in the near future.
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Clinics

The club is seeking clinics of a hobby
related topic. Contact Greg
Berndtson (gabern1@verizon.net) if
you or someone you know is
interested in presenting a clinic on
any aspect of the hobby. Up-coming
clinics include:
April: After the business meeting
Michael McConnell will present part
3 on hobby photography.

Old Business

Fool Mike this April by sending him a
hobby related article or photos for the
WayBill (msmcconn@comcast.net).
A reminder of Mike McC’s request
for each member to write an article
about what makes American Flyer or
“S” so special to them. For instance,
how you as a young lad invited the
pretty girl you had a crush on over to
your house to see your train layout.
Send your stories in to Mike.
Hank is looking to put together a
budget on income and expenses for
years 2010 and 2011. The club is
always looking for help with layout
displays. Contact Hank
(hankworrell@comcast.net) if you are
interested and if you have volunteered
for a layout display and can’t make it,
advise Hank ASAP.
Celebratory ideas are now being
accepted for the SJSG’s 25th
Anniversary in July, 2014. Keep in
mind that the Glassboro Show will be
in July this year.
Future meetings: June 3rd, July 8th*,
August 5th , Sept 9th*, Oct 7th, Nov 4th,
and Dec 9th*, 2011.
(* denotes 2nd Friday of that month.) Note the
December’s meeting will start 6:00 PM.

New Business

Rick Wark put forth a motion to set a
sale price for the “old” layout and a
sale price for its trailer. The motion
was seconded by Ron Schon. A

majority of members present
approved the motion. Peter Grout
pointed out that the membership
would have to approve any offers
below the set sale price.
Steve P. put forth a motion that
should the club receive and consider
an offer below the agreed sale price
members will be notified by email of
the opportunity to match or better the
offer. Members will have 24 hours to
respond to the email. Ron Schon
seconded the motion which was
approved by a majority of members
present.
Stu Gillard advised that he made a
video of the layout display at the
Shore Mall that can be viewed after
the business meeting. Stu will make
the video available for future viewing.
Joe Sullivan has put together images
of past events and will make them
available also.
The club was asked to present a
layout display at the Cold Springs
Village RR Days in July. The layout
would be housed under a tent and on
bare ground. After much discussion
members decided that although
willing, conditions were not right for
a proper display and will respectfully
decline the request.

Adjourn:

Hank adjourned the meeting after a
motion by Joe Sullivan that was
seconded by Hal Farlow at 8:42PM.
.
Respectfully submitted,
Steve Politowski
______________________
Secretary

New Product
Bill Lane recently announced he was
designing container loads that will
work well with AF gondolas. Bill is
planning to produce and sell them in
sets of 10.
Bill created the master pattern using a
design tool called Solidworks. Once
the master is complete, Bill will have
the containers molded out of resin in a
rust-red color. He has also made
arrangements with Mount Vernon
Shops to make decals. Since the
product is being made to fulfill orders
placed, you should contact Bill Lane
soon to see if orders are still being
accepted. Bill is asking $40 +$8
shipping for a set of 10 containers.

Other

From the Internet

(Contributed by Steve Politowski)
Steve has been on a roll recently with
contributing links to interesting things
on the Internet. Here are a few of his
latest ‘finds’.
Amtrak videos of "Penn" interlocking
(30th Street Station), "Girard" and
"Mantua" enroute to North Philly.
http://www.pnclperformance.com/Am
trak_1River_Closed/Draft2
Part of a trip on the PRR Main Line
between Philly and Pittsburgh through
the Horseshoe curve. Page contains
additional links.
http://sturmovikdragon.livejournal.co
m/86026.html
How close to the train tracks can you
put a vegetable market?
www.wimp.com/vegetablemarket
Pennsylvania Railroad Museum
project: Restoring PRR No. 460 “The
Lindbergh Engine”
http://www.rrmuseumpa.org/restoratio
n/no460/index.shtml
Ride the cab of a GG1 - 1950's era
promotional film called “Wheels of
Steel” in 2 parts.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4
SuiSURDyQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9
058M3QK9Q

Club member Joe Jones of Flyer
Town is carrying a selection of Dallee
“E” Units and 9 volt battery
replacement units at discounted prices
to club members.

While we’re on the GG1, here is a 4part 1983 documentary:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tC
6W0XEqOLw

Thinking of a future rolling stock
purchase? Remember Greg
Berndtson and his Iron Rail lineup.
Hank Worrell and Tom Burns
helped with the cleaning of the Toy
Train Museum “S” exhibit while
wearing white gloves “et all”.
Atta-Big-Boys to Tom and Hank.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtc
jqoGnpm0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS
TNZDfqmbU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=py
b86R8rRyY
Waybill
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SJSG
Minutes

May 6, 2011
Stratford Senior Center

The South Jersey S Gaugers amassed
at the Stratford Senior Center. The
meeting was called to order by
President Hank Worrell at 7:30pm.
Members Present (17)
Joe Balcer, Greg Berndtson, Hal
Farlow, Ray Farrell, Bob Foster, Sr.,
Bob Gallagher, Peter Grout, Jerry
Mackey, Michael McConnell, Tom
McDowell, Don McGinnis, Joe
Rascone, Ron Schon, Joe Sullivan,
Art Turner, Rick Wark and Hank
Worrell.
Guests and Hospitality: Past
member John Aaron stopped by the
meeting to say hello and give a brief
summary of his recent escapades.
Hank asked if everyone had received
and reviewed the April 2011 business
meeting minutes and requested their
approval. Bob Gallagher made a
motion to accept, which was seconded
by Art Turner. Vote accepted.
Treasurer
Hank requested an approval of Joe
Balcer’s report. A motion was put
forth by Ray Farrell and seconded by
Ron Schon with all in-favor. Vote
accepted.

Committee Reports
Layout Committee

Hal Farlow offered his garage to set
up the old layout to check it out and
4

get it ready for sale. The tentative
dates are June 6 to June 11th.
Work sessions on the new layout are
held on Tue Wed and Thu at 7:00PM
at Ron Schon’s house. Section #16
is complete, Section #3 will be
brought over to Ron’s house for
attention. The layout legs will also be
given a work-over by reducing the
layout height by 3" and adding
strengthening components.
Hank reported no update on the West
Deptford Library static club display
scheduled for Nov. We are still
waiting for info and forms for
insurance coverage for displayed
items.
The display at Collingswood Baptist
Church scheduled for November will
be held in the church basement. Our
display will coincide with the
Church’s annual Bazaar.
Trips
S-Helper is holding a one-day open
house on Friday 6/3. Car pool plans
are being worked out, Contact Hank
Worrell if you are interested in
attending.
History - none

Clinics

Greg Berndtson will be holding a
clinic at the meeting to show a simple
and easy way of using Balsa wood to
simulate weathered wood objects.

Play Trains

none scheduled

Old Business

Hank Worrell reported that
attendance was down a little this
year’s York show on Thursday. Friday
was a little busier. Hank found the
dealers willing to make deals. He also
talked about the “Flyer Nut Meeting”
that had a lot of unique items for show
and tell..
W aybill

April ‘11 - M ay ‘11

New Business
Joe Balcer mentioned an article on ‘S’
gauge in the Railroad Model
Craftsman May issue.
Future Meetings
June 3rd , July 8th*, Aug 5th , Sept 9th*,
Oct 7th, Nov 4th, and Dec 9th*, 2011.

(* denotes 2nd Friday of that month.) Note the
December’s meeting will start 6:00 PM.

Other

Articles for the Waybill are always
welcome. Don’t forget to put your
memories on paper on how you first
got interested in American Flyer.
Adjourn
Hank adjourned the meeting after a
motion to do so by Ron Schon that
was seconded by Joe Sullivan at
8:15PM
Respectfully submitted,
Greg Berndtson
______________________
Acting Secretary

TRAIN SHOWS

6/4 to 11/13

Subm itted by Hank W orrell

Sat. 6/4- Spring City, PA
$ 5.00
Atlantic Division TCA
Ridge Fire Hall
9 am to 12:30 pm
Sun. 6/5- Ham burg, PA
Field House “Maurer”

$ 5.00
9 am to 1 pm

Sun. 6/12- Tom s River, NJ
$ 5.00
Elks Lodge
9 am to 2 pm
Sat. 7/16- Glassboro, NJ
$ 3.00
St. Thom as Church
10 am to 3 pm
SJSG Table Top “S” Display
Sun. 7/24- Brick, NJ
Brick Elks Lodge

$ 5.00
9 am to 2 pm

Sat. 7/30- Cape May, NJ
$ 10.00
Rail Road Days
Cold Spring Village 10 am to 4:30 pm
Sun. 7/31- Cape May, NJ
$ 10.00
Rail Road Days
Cold Spring Village 10 am to 4:30 pm
Sun. 7/31- Ham burg, PA
$ 5.00
Field House “Maurer” 9 am to 1 pm
Sun. 8/7- Essington, PA
$ 4.00
Form erly “Nur Tem ple”
Ram ada Inn
8 am to 1 pm
Sat. 8/13- Edison, NJ
$ 7.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
NJ Expo Center
10 am to 4 pm

Sun. 10/2- New Hope, PA
$ 4.00
Eagle Fire Hall
8 am to 12 pm
Mon. 10/10- York, PA
Reliance Fire Co.

FREE
9 am to 6 pm

Mon. 10/10- York, PA
Springettsbury Fire Co.

FREE
9 am to 6 pm

Tue. 10/11- York, PA
Reliance Fire Co.

FREE
9 am to 6 pm

Tue. 10/11- York, PA
Springettsbury Fire Co.

FREE
9 am to 6 pm

W ed. 10/12- York, PA
Reliance Fire Co.

FREE
9 am to 6 pm

W ed. 10/12- York, PA
Springettsbury Fire Co.

FREE
9 am to 6 pm

Thu. 10/13- York, PA
Fairgrounds ( TCA )

$ 12.00
12 pm to 7 pm

Fri. 10/14- York, PA
Fairgrounds ( TCA )

$ 12.00
9 am to 7 pm

Sat. 10/15- York, PA
Fairgrounds ( TCA )

$ 12.00
9 am to 2 pm

Sat. 10/22- Stratford, NJ
$ 3.00
Yellin School
10 am to 3 pm
Sun. 11/6- Brick, NJ
Brick Elks Lodge

$ 5.00
9 am to 2 pm

Sun. 11/6- Essington, PA
$ 4.00
Form erly “Nur Tem ple”
Ram ada Inn
8 am to 1 pm

Sun. 8/14- Edison, NJ
$ 7.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
NJ Expo Center
10 am to 4 pm

Sun. 11/6- New Hope, PA
$ 4.00
Eagle Fire Hall
8 am to 12 pm

Sat. 9/10- Allentown, PA
$ 5.00
GLV Train Meet “Scale”
Merchants Sq. Mall
10 am to 4 pm

Sat. 11/12- Allentown, PA
$ 7.00
ATMA First Frost
Allentown Fairgrounds
9 am to 4 pm

Sat. 9/11- Allentown, PA
$ 5.00
GLV Train Meet “Tin Plate”
Merchants Sq. Mall
10 am to 3 pm

Sun. 11/13- Allentown, P A
$ 7.00
ATMA First Frost
Allentown Fairgrounds
9 am to 3 pm

Sun. 9/11- New Hope, PA
$ 4.00
Eagle Fire Hall
8 am to 12 pm

Shows in bold = SJSG Layout Display

LBR Enterprise Inc.
We were given an update by Dave
Bensen of LBR Enterprises on our
club discount program. Economics
has forced a few changes in our
agreement with LBR. We will get a
10% discount on club member
purchases on any items from the
website, however there is now a
$50.00 minimum order. Shipping
remains free.
I am willing to organize member
purchases into bundles we can submit
to achieve the $50 minimum club
order. Drop me a note if you are
interested.
In case you haven’t noticed some of
the newer items on the WEB site here are a few links:
1/64 truck decals and models:
http://www.lbrenterprisesllc.com/page
06.html
1/64 Old Motor trucks by PAZAN:
http://www.lbrenterprisesllc.com/page
08.html
Repair and custom parts:
http://www.lbrenterprisesllc.com/AFParts.html
S-Scale decals - new and repro:
http://www.lbrenterprisesllc.com/page
04.html

Sun. 9/18- Gilbertsville, PA
$ 3.00
Fire Hall
8:30 am to 1:30 pm
Sun. 9/25- Philadelphia, PA
$ 5.00
Atlantic Division TCA
Plum bers Hall
9 am to 12:30 pm
Waybill
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April Clinic

by Michael McConnell
The third in a series of clinics on
model photography. This clinic
focused on table-top photo shoots.
Discussion centered on lighting and
attention to depth of field. 2 and 3
light effects were explained, and
members were given a chance to take
pictures with their own cameras.

May Clinic

by Greg Berndtson
Greg presented a technique on
staining and distressing balsa wood to
give it a weathered appearance that
could be used to simulate picket
fences, timbers and even buildings.

Taken at the clinic, the photo shows details by emphasizing
shadows of this S-Helper Trailer on Flat car.
Photo by M.McConnell

Greg uses simple tools - ball point
pens, pencils, and ink markers he gets
from the local arts & crafts store. A
selection of browns and greys are
used to color the wood to simulate
various degrees of weathering. A
sharp Xacto blade does the cutting
and distressing since balsa wood is

Greg Berndtson demonstrates how to weather balsa wood to simulate
various types of real-world wood objects. Here, Greg is coloring a
panel for a picket fence.
Photo by Hank W orrell

not hard to carve. Greg follows up
with a wash to help bring out the
carved details. Once dry - a drop or
two of ZAP assembles the pieces as
needed and all that remains is to plant
your projects on the layout.

A project car Greg uses to couple flyer and
scale rolling stock shows a balsa-sided hopper
car detailed using Greg’s weathered balsa
technique. The inside has been detailed to show
individual planks.
Photo by M.McConnell
Demonstrating a traditional table-top setup using 2 lights and a draped sheet over a
table. The secret is the balance of light from 2 light stands and using a tripod.
Photo by Hank W orrell
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‘New Layout’ Pictures
Photo’s by Hank Worrell

Our new layout is really looking
good. Details are continually being
added, and scenes completed. There
are a few modifications in the works.
A rewiring of a few modules to
improve power distribution, and new
legs are being designed to drop the
layout a few inches to improve
visibility to children and those in
wheelchairs. But over all, the layout
can run 4 trains on 2 levels, and there
is plenty of scenery details to keep
you walking around the layout a few
times.
The following images were taken over
a period of time - just now getting a
chance to fit them into the newsletter.

Greg Berndtson and Ron Schon add final details to the “Dirty Jobs” scene on a section of
the layout. (I won’t mention that the manhole cover is on top of a bridge...let’s see if our
visitors notice it!)

Discover Channel’s © “Dirty Jobs” with “Mike Rowe” make an appearance at a layout work site as designed by Greg Berndtson. Greg printed
the vehicle decals himself, including those on the electric company van.
Waybill
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How many layouts can boast of a power generating dam to provide
all the layout power? W ell - we can model it, but we still need
power cords to make the trains go!

Grocery store and barbershop building located in our “city” section
was constructed by Joe Balcer.

A scene between the upper and lower levels. Note the detail in the
switch tower...

Jerry Mackey dribbles glue on the ballast to hold things together.

Our Lancaster style dairy farm was built by Joe Balcer.

(L-R) Greg Berndtson, Joe Balcer, Ken Palmer admire the work
completed to date- must be time to test some trains!
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Susquehanna S-Gaugers
2011 Steam-Up
I get information from other clubs
around the country as part of our
newsletter exchange. The SSG has an
annual “Steam Up” event that sounds
like a lot of fun - and last month, they
held their 2011 Steam up.

Custom Painted FM
Diesels from Smoky
Mountain Model Works
(by Don McGinnis)

These units (FM H10.44) are from
Jim King, SMMW. They come in kit
form with an un-painted grey body
and parts. After seeing Joe Wagner’s

Club members bring trains and track,
and set up on-the-floor layouts in a
large wooden floor studio hosted by
Mark Anderman.
One challenge of the event, is that
some of the layouts get rather
elaborate and by the time they get
most of the bugs worked out - it’s
time to tear the layout down!
clinic at one of our meetings last year,
I contacted him when my units finally
arrived. I gave him the entire
unfinished kits and told him to go
ahead and attach all the detail parts, in
addition to the painting and lettering.
One unit to be finished in Santa Fe
zebra stripe and the other in UP
yellow and grey. As you can see from
these photos, Joe did a fantastic job of
finishing the kits.

Dennis Oberholtzer (sitting) and Mark Anderman (not shown) designed this
layout to run a whole bunch {six?? … I forget how many} of American Flyer
trains automatically, using nothing but original, unmodified American Flyer
equipment, plus reed switches and automotive relays to control the turnouts.
The lone turnout sitting on the floor by itself, in the upper center about a foot to
the right of the whistling billboard, is how a true 'keep-it-original Flyer-holic'
accomplishes a latching relay -- i.e. they're using the turnout to control the
turning-on and turning-off of the whistling billboard.
Photo and Caption by Jim Ingram
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