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December Pot Luck and Auction!

. . . In This Issue

(By Michael McConnell)

One of my favorite meetings is the December meeting. Not just for all
the fine delicious food the members bring in, but the auction is always
interesting. As we have in the past, we will not conduct any club
business with the exception of counting ballots and announcing next
year’s officers.

Minutes - October
Local Train Shows
Minutes - November

Ray Farrell, our resident auctioneer, has agreed to assume his
auctioneering duties again this year, and I’m looking forward to spending
to much money as always.

SJSG Meeting Notes
October Clinic
November Clinic

We have a lot of members who have agreed to bring in food items, and I
want to remind everyone that the doors will be opened at 6:00p to give
time for food preparations. We will try to start serving food by 6:45p to
leave plenty of time to clean up and get ready for the auction.

Puffing Billies
Eccentric Scenery Tip.
From the Internet
Recent Train Show Displays.
T’was the Night Before Christmas.

Some of the food items that will be on the table: our traditional hobo
stew, BBQ meatballs, Hot Roast beef, Pulled Pork, Chicken Salad,
Shrimp Cocktail, Homemade cookies, Green Bean Casserole, Donuts,
Philly soft pretzels, Veggie & dip and meat & cheese tray. We have
plenty of table space left for other items! Bring something along! The
club will provide beverages, utensils, and paper items.
This meeting is the one meeting to make for the year - come early and
stay late!

Next club meetings:
Friday, December 11 at 6:00 pm
Friday, January 8 at 7:30 pm

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!

South Jersey S-Gaugers - Club Officers
President
Hank Worrell

Vice-President
Ken Palmer

Secretary
Michael McConnell

Newsletter Editor - Michael McConnell

Treasurer
Tom Burns

WebSite - www.trainweb.org/sjsg

Asst-Treasurer
Jim Oliver

SJSG
Minutes
October 2, 2015

Stratford Senior Center

The South Jersey S Gaugers gathered
at the Stratford Senior Center. The
meeting was called to order by
President Hank Worrell at 7:30pm.
Members Present (15)
John Bigley, Ed Claypoole, Hal
Farlow, Michael McConnell, Mike
Millar, Jim Oliver, Nick Orio, Ken
Palmer, Steve Politowski, Wayne
Schneyer, Ron Schon, Joe Sullivan,
Pat Tentarelli, Rick Wark, Hank
Worrell.

Committee Reports

Clinics

Ken Palmer gave a report on the status
of the layout repairs, and thanked Hal
Farlow, Tom McDonald, Wayne
Schneyer, Hank Worrell, Larry
Diemunsch, John Bigley and Nick
Orio for their contributions to the
layout repair effort. Astute observers
will notice that check rails have been
added to all RR bridges. A lot of
additional scenery details, people, and
vehicles have been added as well.

Contact Hank Worrell at

Layout Committee

Ken also noted the efforts of
Geoffrey McDade for his effort in the
repairs of the trailer floor and roof.
Still to be done is the mounting of the
spare tire and fire extinguisher.
The “Balcer Ice House” scene was
removed for repairs and temporarily
replaced with Wayne Schneyer’s
“Kimbers Farmers Exchange”.

History

Hank Worrell asked if members
received and reviewed the Sept 2015
minutes. Hank then asked for a
motion for their approval. Ed
Claypoole made a motion to approve
the minutes. Mike Millar seconded
the motion. A vote to approve the
motion passed.

Ed Claypoole talked about the trip he
and Steve Politowski made to the
Cumbres & Toltec Narrow Gauge
railroad in Colorado. Pat Tentarelli
shed a quiet tear of joy at the thought
of narrow gauge railroading! (You
can read more about the trip at:
http://cumbrestoltec.com/). Ed and
Steve will present pictures of the trip
after Wayne Schneyer’s Clinic next
month.

Hospitality

Trips

Guests Present: None

No Report.

Treasurer

The Treasurer’s Report was presented
by Hank Worrell on behalf of
treasurer Tom Burns. He then
requested approval of the report. A
motion by Rick Wark was seconded
by Hal Farlow with all present voting
in-favor. Motion was accepted.

Allentown First Frost Train Show trip
on Nov. 15. Plans are to leave
Stratford at 5:15AM. See Hank
Worrell for details.

Other

Hank worrell gave a short commentary about Lionel’s new Polar
Express set. He demonstrated the set
after the meeting.

Play Trains None
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Oct 2: Hal Farlow and Hank Worrell
will give a clinic on resurfacing metal
wheels, and cleaning plastic wheels.
Nov 6: Wayne Schneyer will present
a talk and slide show on creating a
new scene for display on a model RR.
Ed and Steve will present a slide show
of their trip to Colorado
Dec 11: Will be the annual Holiday
Dinner and Auction.
if you or
someone you know is interested in
presenting a clinic on any aspect of
the hobby. Clinics can also be used to
discuss ideas or problems of a
hobbyist nature.

Old Business

The postponed display at the NJ
Veterans Home in Vineland will be
scheduled for a weekend in January or
February 2016. Stay tuned for exact
dates and times!
Up-coming Club meetings will be on
Nov 6, Dec 11 @ 6:00p, and Jan 8
2016 (Note Dec and Jan meetings will
be held the 2nd Friday of the month).
If you have digital photos, captions, or
videos they can be submitted to Stu
Gillard for a special 25 year
anniversary presentation.
See Tom Burns regarding purchase of
club logo hats @ $8 each.
Please submit any hobby-related
articles or photos for the Waybill to
Michael McConnell. Contact
Michael at

New Business

Michael McConnell announced he is
organizing a club purchase of
NWSL’s replacement drive gear for
the SHS 2-8-0 Consolidation. Those
who join in will save by sharing
shipping costs.

Nominations are closed for the
elections of officers for 2016.
Ballots for elections will be available
at the November meeting, completed
ballots will be accepted then. All
outstanding ballots must be mailed to
the Secretary (Michael McConnell)
and be received no later than Friday,
December 4th.

Secretary
Michael McConnell

Local TRAIN SHOW Schedule

Sat. 12/12- Blackwood, NJ
$ 4.00
Our Lady of Hope Parish Center
701 Little Gloucester Rd.9 am to 3 pm

Sat. 2/13/16- Somerset, NJ
$ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show
Garden St. Exhibit Ct. 10 am to 4 pm

Sat. 12/12- Oaks, PA
$ 9.00
Greenberg Train & Toy Show
Greater Phila Expo Ctr. 10 am to 4 pm

Sun. 2/14/16- Somerset, NJ
$ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show
Garden St. Exhibit Ct. 10 am to 4 pm

Sun. 12/13- Oaks, PA
$ 9.00
Greenberg Train & Toy Show
Greater Phila Expo Ctr. 10 am to 4 pm

Sun. 2/14/16- New Hope, PA
$ 5.00
Eagle Fire Hall
8:30 am to 1:30 pm

Sun. 12/13- Blackwood, NJ
$ 4.00
Our Lady of Hope Parish Center
701 Little Gloucester Rd.8 am to 2 pm

Notices

B N B Hobby and Train Depot,
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown,
is offering a 15% discount to SJSG
members.
The Toy Train Emporium at Coles
Ave., Cherry Hill is offering a 10%
discount to club members.
The Yankee Dabbler/Track 33,
101 W Kings Hwy, Bellmawr, NJ.
Alloway Trains N’ Things,
157 Remsterville Rd, Alloway NJ.

Adjourn

Hank adjourned the meeting after a
motion by Ron Schon that was
seconded by Ed Claypool at 8:15
PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael McConnell
______________________
Secretary

12/12/15 - 4/11/16

Submitted by Hank Worrell

Sun. 12/20- Brooklawn, NJ
$ 5.00
Williamstown, NJ Train Show
11 Railroad Lane
9 am to 3 pm
Sun. 12/20- Montvale, NJ
$ 7.00
St. Joe’s High School
9 am to 3 pm

Sat. 2/20/16- Wilmington, DE $ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
Chase Center
10 am to 4 pm
Sun. 2/21/16- Wilmington, DE $ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
Chase Center
10 am to 4 pm
Sun. 2/21/16- Wayne, NJ
$ 5.00
P.A.L. Hall
9 am to 2 pm

Sun. 12/27- Wayne, NJ
$ 5.00
P.A.L. Hall
9 am to 2 pm

Sat. 2/27/16- Allentown, PA
$ 7.00
ATMA Spring Thaw
Allentown Fairgrounds 9 am to 4 pm

Sat. 1/2/16- Edison, NJ
$ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
NJ Expo Center
10 am to 4 pm

Sun. 2/28/16- Allentown, PA
$ 7.00
ATMA Spring Thaw
Allentown Fairgrounds 9 am to 3 pm

Sun. 1/3/16- Edison, NJ
$ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
NJ Expo Center
10 am to 4 pm

Sun. 3/6/16- Brick, NJ
Brick Elks Lodge

Sat. 1/16/16- Allentown, PA
$ 5.00
GLV Train Meet
Merchants Sq. Mall
10 am to 3 pm
Sun. 1/17/16- Brick, NJ
Brick Elks Lodge

$ 5.00
9 am to 2 pm

Sun. 1/17/16- New Hope, PA
$ 5.00
Eagle Fire Hall
8:30 am to 1:30 pm
Sun. 1/17/16- Philadelphia, PA $ 5.00
Atlantic Division TCA
Plumbers Hall
9 am to 12:30 pm
Sun. 1/31/16- Brooklawn, NJ
$ 5.00
11 Railroad Lane
9 am to 3 pm
Sun. 2/7/16- Toms River, NJ
$ 5.00
Elks Lodge #1817
9 am to 2 pm

$ 5.00
9 am to 2 pm

Sun. 3/6/16- Philadelphia, PA $ 5.00
Atlantic Division TCA
Plumbers Hall
9 am to 12:30 pm
Sat. 3/12/16- Edison, NJ
$ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
NJ Expo Center
10 am to 4 pm
Sun. 3/13/16- Edison, NJ
$ 9.00
Greenberg’s Train and Toy Show
NJ Expo Center
10 am to 4 pm
Sun. 3/20/16- Gilbertsville, PA $ 3.00
Original “Lehmann”
Fire Hall
8:30 am to 1:30 pm
Sun. 4/3/16- Montvale, NJ
$ 7.00
St. Joe’s High School
9 am to 3 pm
Mon. 4/11- York, PA
Reliance Fire Co.

FREE
9 am to 5 pm

Shows in bold = SJSG Layout Display
Waybill
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SJSG
Minutes

November 6, 2015
Stratford Senior Center

The South Jersey S Gaugers convened
at the Stratford Senior Center. The
meeting was called to order by
President Hank Worrell at 7:30pm.
Members Present (21)
John Bigley, Tom Burns, Hal Farlow,
Bob Foster Sr, Frank Fusco, Peter
Grout, Jerry Mackey, Michael
McConnell, Geoffrey McDade, Mike
Millar, Jim Oliver, Nick Orio, Ken
Palmer, Steve Politowski, Wayne
Schneyer, Ron Schon, Joe Sullivan,
Pat Tentarelli, Rick Wark, Hank
Worrell.
Guests Present:
Hank Worrell asked if members
received and reviewed the October
2015 minutes. Hank then asked for a
motion for their approval. Hal
Farlow made a motion to approve the
minutes. Mike Millar seconded the
motion. A vote to approve the motion
passed.

Hospitality

Hank announce that Joe Kimber has
rejoined the SJSG.

Treasurer

The Treasurer’s Report was
presented.. Hank requested approval
of the report. A motion by Nick Orio
was seconded by Larry Diemunsch
with all present voting in-favor.
Motion was accepted.
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Committee Reports

Old Business

Layout Committee

If you have digital photos, captions, or
videos they can be submitted to Stu
Gillard for a special 25 year
anniversary presentation.

There was an extended discussion on
the way the layout is being presented
at the shows. Joe Sullivan was the
most vocal at the meeting, and at his
request, the discussion will be detailed
in an addendum to the Waybill.

See Tom Burns regarding purchase of
club logo hats @ $8 each.

Discussion was held on the final tasks
still pending for the repairs to the
trailer.

History

Steve Politowski brought a bunch of
Gilbert-made products he owns to the
meeting for a show ‘n tell. Among the
objects were a juicer, a blender, a hair
dryer, a Polar Cub fan, a ‘hand
massager’, and a vibrator (minus the
attachments).

Trips

There will be a car pool for anyone
interested in attending the 11/15
Allentown First Frost train show. The
attendees will leave Stratford at
5:15am. See Hank if you are
interested.

Play Trains
None

Clinics

Nov 6: Wayne Schneyer will display a
slide show of his effort in creating a
replacement scene for the to-berepaired Balcer Ice House.
Dec 11: Our annual Pot Luck dinner
and Auction. We will also announce
the winners to the election.
Contact Hank Worrell at

if you or
someone you know is interested in
presenting a clinic on any aspect of
the hobby. Clinics can also be used to
discuss ideas or problems of a
hobbyist nature.

Waybill
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Please submit any hobby-related
articles or photos for the Waybill to
Michael McConnell. Contact
Michael at

New Business

Hank suggested that the club send a
$100 gift card to Mike Mason for the
extended use of his garage for making
repairs to our layout this summer.
After a short discussion, Farnk Fusco
made a motion to accept the proposal,
and Nick Orio seconded. All in
attendance voted in favor. Tom Burns
will procure the gift card.
Hank noted that our club was invited
to display our layout at the 2017
NASG convention in Baltimore. The
convention will run about 4 days.
Details will be presented once they
are available.
Hank also mentioned that the legal
paperwork for our attendance at this
years Ocean City show has been
submitted. If anyone is interested in
helping present the layout at the show,
please see Hank.

Notices

B N B Hobby and Train Depot,
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown,
is offering a 15% discount to SJSG
members.
The Toy Train Emporium at Coles
Ave., Cherry Hill is offering a 10%
discount to club members.
The Yankee Dabbler/Track 33,
101 W Kings Hwy, Bellmawr, NJ. Is
offering a 5% discount to members.

Alloway Trains N’ Things,
157 Remsterville Rd, Alloway NJ.

Adjourn

Hank adjourned the meeting after a
motion by John Bigley that was
seconded by Wayne Schneyer at 8:30
PM.

October SJSG
Meeting Clinic

November SJSG
Meeting Clinic

Hal Farlow and Hank Worrell teamed
up to present a clinic on cleaning
rolling stock wheels.

Wayne Schneyer presented a slide
show on building a replacement scene
for the club layout which will give us
the time to fix the Balcer Ice House.
See the last issue of the Waybill for
details on the project.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael McConnell

Wayne used the slide show to detail
the major steps he took in scratch
building the ‘Farmers Exchange’

______________________
Secretary

SJSG Meeting Notes

Hal Farlow shows how he polishes the
metal wheels on his rolling stock to
improve electrical pickup. Using a
Dremel tool makes the process quick and
easy.

Wayne Schneyer explains how not
planning the project could end up in a
similar outcome as running a real
train through a damaged train track.
It sort of made the point clear.

The 2-8-4 Berkshire from the Polar
Express set made a fine appearance at the
meeting. The sound system is excellent.

Hank Worrell brought in his new AF
Polar Express set for Show ‘n Tell at
the October meeting. The engine was
nicely detailed and finished, and ran
well. Hank did note that he had to
spend time cleaning up the wheels on
the engine to remove what appeared
to be a protective coating on the
wheels. Hank suspects it was an
inhibitor to prevent rust - and it sure
was well stuck.

Hank Worrell (L) explains the Polar
Express control system to Ron Schon.

originally designed by Joe Kimber, a
prior (now current!) Club member.

Hank Worrell (far left) and Hal Farlow
(near left) explain how to clean and gauge
wheels on AF rolling stock.

One of Hal Farlow’s instructional
displays showing the various parts for AF
engines. Hal made up a batch of wheel
gauge tools (top) for the club members.
Just slip them between the wheel flanges
to set the wheel gauge. Foolproof!

Waybill
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Wayne explained why he chose the
materials he did to build the
exchange, and the way he added
bracing to ensure the walls did not
warp over time. He also detailed how
he painted the building, and how he
applied weathering to make it take on
that ‘used and weathered’ look.

The Kimber Farmers Exchange is ready
to put on the layout. Painting and
weathering are key since the module will
be at the front of the layout where it will
be easy to see.
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PUFFING BILLIES

(contributed by John Bigley)
The first locomotives aroused a great
deal of interest. People traveled many
miles just to see them. What made
them go was a mystery to many persons. People call them ‘Iron Horses,’
‘Puffing Billies’ and ‘Steam Wagons.’

Among the famous locomotives of
pioneer days, in addition to the ‘Tom
Thumb,’ were the ‘Stourbridge Lion,’
the ‘Best Friend of Charleston,’ the
‘DeWitt Clinton,’ the ‘John Bull,’ and
‘Old Ironsides.’
The ‘Stourbridge Lion’ was the first
locomotive of any considerable size to
be operated on a railroad in America.
6

It was built in England and shipped
across the Atlantic in a sailing vessel.
Its first trip under its own power was
made on the line between Honesdale
and Carbondale, in Pennsylvania, in
August, 1829. Young Horatio Allen,
who purchased the engine in England,
was the engineer. Because of the
dangers involved, no one was allowed
to ride with Allen. Although the

Point Foundry, in New York City, and
shipped by sailing vessel to
Charleston, Couth Carolina, in October, 1830. It made its first trial trip
with a number of passengers over a
few miles of completed railroad out of
Charleston on November 2, 1830, and
was placed in regular scheduled
service on Christmas Day of that year.
The engine continued in service for

‘Lion’ weighed only seven tons, it
was found to be too heavy for the
bridges and tracks, so the railroad
operators returned to the use of horses
or mules for motive power.

several months. Then one day the
fireman fastened down the safety
valve in an effort to stop the hissing
noise caused by escaping steam. The
boiler blew up, seriously injuring the
fireman and ending the career of the
‘Best Friend’ under that name.

The ‘Best Friend of Charleston’ was
the first locomotive placed in regular
daily service in America. This historic
locomotive was built at the West
Waybill
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The ‘DeWitt Clinton’ was the first
locomotive to haul a train in New

York State. This engine was built at
the west Point Foundry. It made its
first trip from Albany to Schenectady
in August, 1931. On that historic
occasion the locomotive drew a train
of carriages with a distinguished
passenger list. The ‘DeWitt Clinton’
was named for Governor DeWitt
Clinton, of New York, who signed the
railroad charter and was a great friend
of canals and railroads.
The ‘John Bull’ was the first locomotive to pull a train of cars in New
Jersey and first locomotive in the
world to be equipped with a ‘cow
catcher.’ It was named ‘John Bull’
because it was built in England. The
engine made its first run over a railroad at Bordentown, New Jersey, on
November 12,1893, and it ran on that
road for many years. In 1893, after
years of idleness, the engine, pulling
two pioneer coaches, made a 920-mile
trip under its own power to Chicago,
where it was a World’s Fair attraction. The historic locomotive is now
one of the permanent exhibits of the
Smithsonian Institution in
Washington.
‘Old Ironsides,’ the pioneer locomotive of Philadelphia, and Norristown on November 23, 1832. Its
builder )Matthias W. Baldwin ) was
a jeweler and watchmaker. When
business fell off, he turned to the
manufacture of tools and textile
machines. A steam engine was needed
to run his factory, Instead of buying
one, Mr. Baldwin decided to build it
himself. The engine was so successful
that he decided to try his hand at
locomotives. ‘Old Ironsides’ was the
result, and thus began Mr. Baldwin’s
notable career as a locomotive
builder.
When these engines were built and
placed in service, transportation in
America was slow and difficult.
Travel and transportation by land was
largely by horseback, stagecoach, ox

cart, and Conestoga wagon. There
were few good highways.
Railway transportation represented a
great improvement over the modes of
transportation then in common use.
(ED NOTE: Way back in April of 2006,
John Bigley came across a set of teachers
aids published by the Association of
American Railroads in 1950, to bring
awareness to grade-school children about
various aspects of the railroad industry. I
had re-printed several of the articles in the
Waybill in 2006 and 2007. A few days
ago, I came across a couple of the articles
that never made it into our newsletter.
Good timing as I have some space in this
newsletter to print an article! Thanks
again to John for his contribution).

Slightly Eccentric Scenery
Tips from the Internet
You can make awnings by printing a
pattern (stripes, usually) onto a cotton
handkerchief with your inkjet printer.
Tape a piece of cotton handkerchief
fabric onto a piece of printer paper,
taped at the leading edge only. Select
a pattern and print away. You can also
print Navajo blankets in this manner,
as well as lettered signs or banners.
After you make ice tea with some
large Lipton tea bags, dry them out
afterwards and open them up. The
remains of the tea leaves go into an
old "shaker cheese" jar and will
become "leaf litter", and the bag
material can be made into canvas tarps
and awnings.
Take your favorite “canvas” colored
paint, and paint facial tissue onto
aluminum foil giving a textured,
colored ‘material’ that can be formed
over a wooden shape to simulate a
tarp covered object.

Waybill
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More from the Internet
(by Michael McConnell)

The following links were sent in by
Steve Politowski.
A capture of a train engineer running
#614 in a river gorge, recording him
playing with the steam whistle. You
won’t ever get this kind of an audio
exercise from any diesel engine!
http://trainfanatics.com/c-o-614-engin
eer-lays-whistle
An interesting video of some “Strange
and Extreme” Locomotives. Some of
these failed due to design flaws, some
were built for specific purposes. The
video’s are basically slide shows.
#1 https://youtu.be/B7xl6YyldeY
#2 https://youtu.be/dIQFXDFCCxk
#3 https://youtu.be/Jn-K3Wk8Sts
I came across a few other links that
are also based on steam engines.
Grab your coffee and a bag of
munchies, sit back and relax!
The top 15 Extinct American Steam
locomotives, very informative.
https://youtu.be/MdD3LOnv1TY
Steam Trains Galore! Just whistles,
and run-by video’s.
#1 https://youtu.be/-PXgGnKhEdQ
#2 https://youtu.be/9lN9GUIqBdA
Portland Oregon Trains, SP4449
https://youtu.be/234XNcMudkA
SP4449 Daylight in Oregon
https://youtu.be/UdgYQ9VuYSE
https://youtu.be/Z7FwzbCLSNQ
And in keeping with the Holiday
Spirit, a run-by of the Canadian
Pacific Holiday Train.
2014 https://youtu.be/lA3IQXkqexo
2013 https://youtu.be/ZyPKMI1ebYc
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Images from Previous SJSG Presentations

Hal Farlow (L) adds smoke to a steamer while Ron Schon
lines up the wheels at our Burlington Show on Nov 7th.

Hank took this picture during construction when the modules were
separate. We added guard rails to the two bridges on the layout to add a
little scenic interest. The lower bridge is furthest from the edge of the
layout and can be seen up close by our visitors. A nice finishing touch!
Photo by Hank Worrell

Visitors watch at the Collingswood show on Nov 28th.

While we were at it, the upper bridge also got the scenic treatment to
keep it at the same level of detail. The guard rails were set so they won’t
interfere with low-hanging Flyer couplers. Of course our scale members
won’t have a problem either!
Photo by Hank Worrell
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Hal Farlow is still adding smoke fluid at the train show in
Cherry Hill on Nov 14th... boy, it sure evaporates fast!
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SJSG visits the Cub Scouts
(by Michael McConnell)

Rich Watson and Michael McConnell
paid a visit to the local Pennsville Cub
Scouts to give a presentation on
model railroading. The 18 Scouts
plus the attending parents were very
attentive during the presentation, it
seems the scouts where scheduled to
visit the Wilmington and Western
Jerry Mackey watches a visitor put the mail
Railroad in nearby Delaware the
bag on the pick-up post.
coming weekend, and our meeting
presentation fit right in.
The topic for the presentation was
about the Whyte wheel identification
system used for American steam
engines. (You know the typical 0-0-0
designation to identify the wheel
arrangement of an engine).

Michael McConnell (R) gives a scout the
controls to an AF steamer. Even under
watchful eye, the engine did eventually
skid across the floor!

Trains leaving the rails didn’t start
until the scouts were handed the
controls. Things eventually
devolved into train races (as
expected). Rich’s UP GP9 did the
better job of staying on the track
than did the steamers, but no harm
came to anything and everyone
had a good time.

Frank Fusco rerails a consist so a young
visitor can operate the train on a floor
layout at our display in the Cherry Hill
Trinity Presbyterian Church on Nov 14.

This was the fourth year the SJSG
presented at the scouts, all to help
Two scouts assume the traditional pose when
watching American Flyer trains run on the floor. the next generations enjoy trains
Things never change!
as we did.
The kids were all tasked with
identifying the wheel arrangement
of the W&W RR engine (hopefully they were running steam that
weekend!)

Passenger consist lead by an American
Flyer #336 Northern locomotive on a
double girder bridge crossing over a river
scene on our layout during our display at
the Burlington, NJ train show on Nov 7.
This was the first display of our new
bridge guard rails.

After the formal presentation, Rich
and I put trains on the track and gave
the scouts a view of the engines in
motion. Rich put up a loop of SHS
track, and just to be traditional, I used
Flyer track with rubber roadbed.
Apparently, it didn’t make a difference to our hosts!

Waybill
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Rich Watson (R) turns the control to his
UP Geep over to a scout - who gave it a
good run around the oval. The GP9 did a
much better job of staying on the rails!
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‘Twas the night before Christmas
(slightly Revised)

‘Twas the night before Christmas, and all through my pike,
Not a steamer was stirring, not even a Mike.
My yard tracks invitingly empty and bare,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.
The diesels were nestled all snug in their sheds,
While visions of DCC danced in their heads.
While I, in my blue-and-white engineer’s cap,
Had just settled down for a long winter’s nap.

His eyes-just like marker lights! Dimples, how merry!
His cheeks like a Warbonnet, nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,
And his beard was so white, it would please Phoebe Snow.
He puffed on a pipe as he refilled its bowl,
And the smoke, it smelled just like bituminous coal.
He had a broad face and a belly (I found)
That shook like a tank car with wheels out-of-round.
He was chubby and plump, and I wanted to shout,
“Yes! The man’s got a route the UP can’t buy out!”
A wink of his eye as he passed near the door
Soon gave me to know I’d have freight cars galore.

When down in the train room, there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the basement I flew like an ace,
Tripped over the cat and fell flat on my face.
I stifled a curse meant for Chessie (the cat),
And I muttered to no one, “I meant to do that,”
When what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But an S Gauge sleigh and eight 1/64 inch reindeer.
With an engineer driving, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
More rapid than GG-1’s, onward they came,
And he blew a steam whistle and called them by name:
“On Weaver! On Overland, Babbitt and Walthers!
On Kadee, All-Nation, Atlas and others!
To the top of the mountains of Hydrocal plaster,
Now dash away, dash away, dash away faster!”

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work.
He filled all my yard tracks; then turned with a jerk,
And leaving an airbrush he’d found on eBay and giving a
nod, he returned to his sleigh.
He pumped up the brakes, blew two blasts on his whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle.
But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of slight,
“HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
KEEP ‘EM ROLLING!
GOOD NIGHT!”
---Author unknown
(Shamelessly stolen from the December Stateline ‘S’ Gaugers
newsletter, who borrowed it from the Badgerland ’S’ Gaugers
Newsletter.)

As dry leaves that behind a new Genesis fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky,
So in through the window the coursers they flew
With the sleigh full of trains, and St. Nicholas too.
And then, on my roundhouse, I saw on the roof
The prints in the dust of each S Scale hoof.
As I drew a deep breath, and was turning around,
From beneath the bench-work came St. Nick with a bound.
He was dressed like an engineer from head to foot,
And his clothes had that fine smell of ashes and soot;
A bundle of trains he had flung on his back,
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
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(On behalf of the SJSG Officers, I wish all members, and
those they cherish, the best Christmas and the Happiest and
Most Prosperous of New Years.)
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